
I can’t believe that it is already initiation for our Fall 2015 candidate class!  

Time is flying by but the Zeta Theta chapter has had several exciting 

events and activities over the past semester.  Our year started with 9 

members attending the Beta Alpha Psi Annual Meeting in Milwaukee, WI.   

Our chapter was thrilled to receive nine awards which included our 

seventh consecutive Gold Chapter Award.  This award highlights our 

chapter as one of the top fifteen chapters worldwide.  We also received 

our second consecutive VITA award for the “Most Outstanding 

Chapter”.  Our members were very involved at the meeting where our 

Financial Literacy Best Practices team presented and our VP of 

Candidates, Briana Janson, competed in the Project Run With It 

Competition.  Briana worked with students across numerous nationally 

represented universities and finished in 1st place with her team! 

The fall semester featured several new events that our chapter was 

proud to implement.  For one, our alumni committee started working 

with the new Buffalo Beta Alpha Psi Alumni Chapter to increase alumni 

presence within our chapter.  The committee implemented an alumni 

panel, networking event, and holiday card making community service 

event with our alumni.  Our chapter is hoping that this is just the start to 

a long-term relationship with the Alumni Chapter!  Also, Beta Alpha Psi 

hosted it’s first ever Give-A-Thon where students and professors 

donated fun items and necessities which were used to make holiday gifts 

for girls with cancer.  The Give-A-Thon was a great success and our 

chapter donated 468 items to Kaely’s Kindness Foundation, a support 

group for teenage girls with cancer.  

We are now rapidly gearing up for the 2016 VITA session, which begins 

on February 6th. The first six weekends will be held on the South 

Campus, followed by three more at the North Campus. We are also 

taking part in the Virtual VITA initiative, and will be continuing our 

relationship with Goodwill Industries of WNY and Our Lady of Black 

Rock to hold on-site tax return preparation services.  Our VITA 

committee chairs and VITA committee are eager to work hard and 

uphold our “Most Outstanding Chapter” status. 

Looking to the future, the Zeta Theta Chapter will be participating in 

the 2016 Atlantic Coast Regional Meeting in March. The event is set 

to take place March 18th and 19th in Baltimore, MD. We also plan to 

have three teams of junior members represented in the Best 

Practices competition and plan to deliver a chapter operations 

presentation. 

On behalf of the Zeta Theta Chapter, I would like to thank each 

professional, professor, and alumni for their generous support of the 

Zeta Theta Chapter. Our students are the next generation of 

business leaders and we believe they will be well prepared for the 

future due to all of your support!  We look forward to our 

continued relationship and would like to partner for future events.  It 

has been an honor to serve as President for the past eight months, 

and I am looking forward to seeing the new enthusiasm and ideas 

that our Fall 2015 initiate class brings to the Zeta Theta chapter.   

Sincerely, 

Brittany Popovski 

Beta Alpha Psi, Zeta Theta Chapter 

January 29, 2016 
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learn about in school have formed.  Nick also discussed 

with the audience some of the current items on the 

FASB technical agenda. 

Robert Trusiak is a principal of Health Care Compliance 

Support, Health Care Counsel, and an Adjunct 

Professor at the University at Buffalo.  Prior to these 

positions, Robert worked for the United States 

Attorney's Office and was responsible for civil and 

criminal prosecution in areas including health care fraud, 

postal fraud, social security fraud, and defense fraud 

among many others.  Robert's main topic of his speech 

was on fraud in health care.  He was able to provide the 

audience with some of the warning signs of fraud in the 

industry and give examples of fraud in the industry.  This 

topic left students very interested and informed on a 

topic that has been becoming increasing prevalent in 

society. 

 

By: AJ Spoth 

This past October, the University at Buffalo’s Department 

of Accounting and Law held its 10th annual Helen and 

Oscar Sufrin Lectureship in Accounting.  This exciting 

event brings distinguished business professionals to the UB 

School of Management to speak about current accounting 

issues.  It is funded through the generous support of Mr. 

Leslie Sufrin, CPA, and Dr. Gerald Sufrin, MD, a long time 

UB professor, in honor of their late parents. This year, we 

were lucky enough to hear from two professionals, Mr. 

Nick Burgmeier and Robert Trusiak. 

Nick Burgmeier is a practice fellow at the Financial 

Accounting Standards Board, where he manages and assists 

with several of the FASB projects.  Nick has primarily 

worked on projects related to business combination 

related issues as well as the FASB/IASB Joint Transition 

Resource Group on Revenue Recognition. Nick explained 

to the audience the FASB's due process, which helped 

everyone understand how a proposed idea becomes a 

standard.  This was particularly interesting for students 

because we now understand how all the standards we 

T H E  H E L E N  A N D  O S C A R  S U F R I N  L E C T U R E S H I P  

The event went extremely well this year, and for the 

second year in a row, we were at maximum capacity at 

The Center for Tomorrow where the event is held, and 

had to turn firms away because of the high demand for 

the students at our university.  We continue to grow 

this event each year, and the number of firms interested 

in the students in our program is proof of the quality of 

our graduates, and their continued success in workplace 

after graduation.  Our faculty also deserves credit for 

their dedication to providing students with an education 

that prepares us to excel in our careers after graduation.  

Thank you to all who were involved in making this event 

a success, and I look forward to another great Meet the 

Professionals in 2016. 

 

By: Dominic Eusanio 

This Fall, the UB Accounting Department, Beta Alpha Psi, 

and the UB Accounting Association teamed up once again 

to sponsor the Meet the Professionals night.  This is the 

main networking event of the year for accounting students, 

and this year we were able to host 30 firms for the 

students to network with.  This year, we had national and 

local firms in attendance, who represented Buffalo, 

Rochester, Syracuse, New York City, and more.  

Throughout the night of the event, students are able to talk 

with the firms about job and internship opportunities, firm 

culture, and the profession in general.  This experience has 

proven to be invaluable to students year after year. 

Meet the Professionals is a great opportunity for juniors to 

begin to build their networking skills while introducing 

themselves to the profession.  Seniors and graduate 

students also benefit greatly by networking with firms who 

have full-time and internship opportunities available to 

them.  We are very proud of the relationships we have 

developed with the professionals and firms involved, and 

look forward to working with them in the years to come. 
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We feel that this networking event and similar events in 

the future will provide our members with additional 

resources and contacts, while also providing them the 

opportunity to practice their soft skills. 

We intend to continue our interaction and involvement 

with the Alumni Chapter this spring as we have more 

exciting events planned.  We hope that the Alumni 

Chapter will continue to grow in the future, benefiting 

current members and providing a positive experience for 

the alumni who become involved.  In response to these 

plans for the future, we have also developed an Alumni 

Committee to help foster this future growth and 

consistently improve relationships with the ever-growing 

number of alumni, 

 

By: Chris DiDuro 

This semester, alumni of the Zeta Theta Chapter were 

invited to become involved in the new Buffalo Alumni 

Chapter.  This group mainly consists of recent UB 

graduates who are currently employed at a variety of 

accounting and professional services firms in Buffalo, NYC, 

and other areas.  The formation of this alumni chapter was 

largely assisted by the efforts of Lou Galarza, a past 

President of the Zeta Theta Chapter and the current Beta 

Alpha Psi Atlantic Coast Regional Alumni Representative.  

The knowledge and experience of this group of alumni 

provided us with a great opportunity to hold our first 

annual alumni panel.  At this event we hosted a panel of 

recent graduates and alumni for a technical event during 

which the participants were asked questions about their 

experiences with graduate school, recruiting, the CPA 

exam, transitioning to work life, and other related topics. 

Immediately following this alumni panel event at UB, we 

held a networking event at MacGregor’s for our candidates, 

members, and alumni to interact in a less formal 

environment while making new connections.  

A L U M N I  P A N E L  A N D  N E T W O R K I N G  E V E N T  

K P M G  U N I T E D  F O R  L I T E R A C Y  P R O G R A M  

Our chapter also had the pleasure of teaming up with 

KPMG to organize and run the United for Literacy 

program at Southside Elementary School. Members of 

our chapter met with employees from the KPMG 

Buffalo Office several times to create a program to 

execute in second grade classrooms at the elementary 

school. The goal of the program was to promote 

literacy and show how fun reading and writing can be! 

Once we established several activities that we felt 

would accomplish this, our chapter members and 

representatives from KPMG went and spent a morning 

at the school where we served as teachers for the day 

and led these activities in the classroom.  At the end of 

our program, we were able to give each student 2 

books of their own to take home as a keepsake from 

the program.  

The books were provided by KPMG and FirstBook. 

The students really enjoyed participating in all of the 

activities and were extremely grateful to be receiving 

books that they would be able to call their own. 

By: Kathryn Gorman 



 

M E M B E R S  I N  G O O D  S T A ND I N G  &  N E W L Y  I N I T I A T E D  ME M B E RS  

Special thanks to all of Zeta Theta’s supporters, especially 
all of our supporting firms and the University at Buffalo 
School of Management! 
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